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doctrine of the divinity of Christ ; by ]• 
Perry. 

The importance of the scriptures, and 
the causes to which their general misinter- 
pretation is owing ; by Wm. Johns, Is. 

Biblica) "Anecdotes, illustrative of the 
Histors' of the sacred scriptures, and of 
the early translation of them into various 
languages ; by James Townley, 5s. 6d. 
Chtistiiinity, a system of peace ; in two 
letters. Is. 6d. 

Charta Religionum ; or, a chart of the 
sects and denominations into which the 
christian world is divided^ by the Rev. 
J. Williams Norris, Is. or on rollers, 4s. 6d. 

An Inquiry into the evidences of the 
Divine origin of the Cririslian reiigiou, Is, 

Practical reflections on moral and reli- 
gious sub}ect8, 45. 

Meditations for penitents ; by John Brew- 
ster, 9s. 

A review of Mr. Wilberforce's view of 
Christianity; by the Rev. Thoma» Bel- 
sham, 6s. 

A Theological disquisition on the cha- 
racteristic excellencies of Christianity; by 
T. Cogan, M.D. 12s. 6d. 

TRAVELS. 

Geological Travels in some parts of 
France, Switzerland and Germany ; by A. 
de Luc, H.R.S. £.1 4s. 



Travels through Canada, and the Unit" 
ed States of America, in the years 1 806, 
7, 8. To which is added. Biographical 
notices and anecdotes of some of the lead- 
ing characters in the United States ; by 
John Lambert, Esq. a second edition 
much improved, £.1 10s. 



Sir, 



328, Oxford-street, Oct. 1,1813. 



I beg leave, through the medium of 
your paper, to apprize his Majesty's min- 
isters and the legis'ature of the British 
Empire, that I have matured an invention 
to facilitate the progress of knowledge, 
and otherwise largely to benefit the pub- 
lic ; but this invention being also calcu- 
lated to give an unrestrainable liberty to 
the press, I wish to be informed if his 
Majesty's government have any objection 
to its introduction, I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

R. Wedgevvoob. 

N.B. This letter is to every Editor of 
periodical works who may chance to read 
it, and who feeling an interest in the pro- 
gress of science, virHl oblige by inserting 
it. 



THE TRIAL OF ROBERT TENNENT.* 



GESERAl. OUARTER SRS.S10KS OP 
-Iflt; PE-i^CE FOR THE COUNTY 
OF ANTKIM. 

ANTRIM, OCTOBER 8. 

T/ie Kipg, at the {iromutmn of the Sev. Ed- 
wjAD Mat, against Robbki TmsEST, Esq. 
This Trial came on before Richard 
Dobbs, Esq. Assistant Barrister, and the 
foUownig bench of magistrates : 

The Earl of Mas^areenf, Rev. Phihp 
Johnson, Jackson Clarke, Esq. Rev. Dr. 
Macartney, Langford Heyland, 'Ihomas 

• EitUrg^-d aHdcortiekd, as '.veil from the account 
fuhlisl'ed in the i-wo Belfast Nm^s-pafers, as 
from the notes takca l/j tiiio other persons in 



Benjamin Adair, Peter Aickin, and Staf- 
ford Whittle, Esqrs. 

Doctor Tennent having been arraigned 
in the usual form, for an assault on the 
Rev. Edward May, at Belfast, on the 18th 
of August. The following were then 
sworn of the Jury ; — 

Thomas Dickey, (Ballymena,) 

Stafford Qturch, (Ditto) 

Wtn. Young, (Ditto.) 

John Dicki>on, (Eiitto.) 

Thos. Macaulay, (Glcnoak,) 

John Broce, (Antrim,) 

Arthur Moore, (Kilmacavet, Killead,) 

John Stott, (Spring-farm, Antrim,) 

Sam. Johnston, (Baliyarnijt, Muckamore) 

Andrew Johnston, (Ballyharvey, Ditto.) 

Wm. Gore, (Goremount,) 

Wm. J. Gillespie, (Killead.) 
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Counseilor Torrens rose and said, Geii- 
tletneu Magistrates, svA Gentlemen of the 
Jury, I am Counsellor on lichalf of tlie 
Crown, againbt Mr. Robert Ttnnent the 
traverser. It shall be my study to detain 
you as short as passible; but though 1 
sliould Sud it necessary to dstair. you =ome 
time, it will be that I may lay befori; you 
a correct statement of the occurrences 
concerning which you are called upon to 
jljdjfe this day, and the whole circumstan- 
ces of which shall be detailed in evidence. 
I am Counsel on behalf of the Rev. Edward 
May, a Clergyman and a Magistrate. In 
this case, it is no common person who is 
charged with a breach of the peace, it is 
not the act of a low and ignorant person, 
suci) as are usually found at that bar \n 
such ca^es : no, he is a person of opulence, 
of respectable rank, and of liberal educa- 
tion ; of course, he ought both to know 
and respect the laws- This cause has ex- 
cited no comn-.on degree of interest, though 
why it should h?ve done so, I know not, 
unless it be from the respectability of the 
persons connected with it. One thing, 
however, it is satisfactory for me to ob- 
serve, that it is not connected with party 
spirit, either poliiical or religious. It occur- 
red at a meeting, calted for the purpose of 
inquiry into the causes which led to the 
death of some persons on the 1 2th of July. 
On that ^ay, as has long been the prac- 
tice, m3.nj persons had assembled to cele- 
brate the return of the anniversary; and I 
may be permitted to say, that however 
men may differ in their opinions, that it 
will still be recognized as an era dear to 
the heart of all who respect the principles 
which were established at the Revolution ; 
and whilst we allow the dilFerences that 
must prevail in men*s sentiments, yet thnt 
will still be cheri;>lied by all who regard It 
as. a happy event in the history of their 
country. Until lately, the celebration of 
that day had not produced any occurrence 
tending to disturb the peace; and, on the 
12tb of July last, a large party assembled 
at Lisbutn tor that purpose ; and in the 
evening, when a number of them viere re- 
ttirning to Belfast, they were assaulted by 
a tumultuous mob, and were obliged to 
take shelter in the house ttf one Ihompson. 
This house, however, was attacked, and 
Would have been destroyed, bad not the 
persons who took shelter in it fired out of 
•t» by which two persons were killed. It 
"as, he observed, unnecessary for him to 
8"» niinufeiy into the particulars of that 
Wtuwenee. These transactions naturally 



excited the regret of every well wisher to 
the peace of the couniry, especially by 
having taken place in so populous and re- 
spectable a town as Belfast. In , conse- 
qnence of this, a nuniher of gentlemen 
signed a reijui.iition to the Sovereign , to 
call a mcetiijg of the inhabitants to inquire 
iat\> :he caui-es which led to such uiihappy 
consequences; but I submit to the learned 
Counsel opposite, that that was the d4ity 
of a Coroner's Im^uest, and of a Court of 
Assize, and such was Mr. Veruer's opi- 
nion. Many gentlemen, however, thought 
otherwise ; and Mr. Verher deferred to 
their wishes, and summoned a meeting for 
the 28th day of July last. When it was 
held, Mr. May was preserj', and gave it 
as his opinion, that they were not follow- 
ing the proper mode, nor was it the pro- 
per time. He conceived that it would be 
better to allow the Assizes to be over first, 
because the subject would of necessity come 
on there. Th^ Assizes having ai^ived^ 
the causes accordingly came on, and creat- 
ed great interest ; tor though tlie facts were 
certainly connected with two parties,yet the 
particular circumstances which werenowto 
be inquired into, were in no wise connected 
therewith. In fact, they were totally dis- 
connected ; and I state this at the present 
moment, that they may be kept separate 
in the proceedings of this day. At the 
Assizes, the subject underwent the most 
patient exahiination and discussion. Twen- 
ty-si^t witnesses were examined, and the 
most eminent Cimnsel were employed. 
The trials occupied two days,and they were 
decided upon by two juiies; and so far 
they were surely sati-.iactory to the law, 
and to the g«vernraent who had directed 
the prosecutions to take place*. Some of 
the persons ivere found guilty. It appeared 
that those who were attacked were a peace- 
able class of people, and that it v.-as those 
who made the attack upi>n them, that 
were the cause of all the mischief that fol- 
lowed. When I state this, I lay before 
you what was the language and opinion of 
the Judge. After what took place at the 
Assizes, it was hoped and expected that 
no person would deem any further pro- 
ceedings necessary, nor think of ca'iing 
upon the Magistrates to hold another 



* There must be a mistake in this 
statement. The prosecution of the Otange- 
nicn was not carried on by the directions 
of government. Perhaps their defence 
might. B.M.M. 
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meetin^r. It was not, I say, supposed, 
that ;>.fter the Judges bad delivered their 
opinion so clearly upon the point at the 
Assizes, any persons should be found in 
Belfast or elsewiiere, who would presume 
to call that opinion into question. But 
such was not the opinion of some of those 
who composed this self-constituted assem- 
bly. Some Magistrates had withdrawn 
their names from the requisition; but this 
■was not sufficient, there still remained 
some active citizens, who made up for the 
^mallness of their number, bv their acti- 
Tfty, not to say their presumption Did 
they again call upon the Sovereign ? No : 
but an anonymous hand-bill was circulated 
on the morning of that day, with a degree 
of activity proportioned to the magnitude 
of the mischief that was intended. This 
hand-bill did not call upon the gentlemen 
of property and citizens of respectal)ility 
to attend the meeting. No ; but it was 
addressed to, and circulated amongst the 
lowest of the mob — and for wnat .' that 
they, this rabble, should tell the Judges 
and Magistrates of the land, that they 
were not the fit persons to declare wh^t 
was the law, for that the leaders of this 
soK-constttuted assembly knew it better. 
I shall support this statement of the fact, 
by evidence taken out of the mouth of the 
traverser himself. Gentiemen, alt that I 
have addressed to you, is merely the nar- 
rative of the case, in which 1 n^aY have 
appeared tedious, but I shall now endea- 
vour to ri^pay you wltii facts. In conse- 
tjuence of the anonymous hand-bill, a meet- 
lag look place at 1^2 o'clock:. The Sove- 
reign, who had been apprized of the 
3nt>eting by the circulation of the hand- 
bill, had previously applied for the advice 
Id some other Magistrates, who he inform- 
ed of the bill, and that he apprehended 
tae meeting might procee;! to measures 
which he could liot ctmlroul, and that too 
after the judges had set ttieir seal to the 
matter. He requested the attendance of 
the harl of JVUssareene, Mr. May, and 
several other Iv]agis;r.<tC5, hoping that 
their presence would have the effect of 
preserving tranquillity. Little, how- 
ever, did he expect that a scene of 
such riot and disorder should ensue ; 
little did he expect that the Magistrates 
fiixmld be insuUed, and, that a person of 
lipi'lence and respectability in Belfast 
si.oulii be the first to ptomulgate the opi- 
rion, and that he should be told to his 
beard, that the Judges were not the men 
who should regulate their proceedings 



and declare the law. Mr. Verner, how- 
ever, showed a great degree of prudence 
and discretion. ■ He informed the meeting 
of what the judges had said, and also of 
what it was his intention lo do; and here 
I come (said Mr. Torrens) to the lament- 
able, point of the case which occupies the 
Court this day, and has excited so much 
interest in the country. What said the 
traverser upon this occasion r — It is true, 
said he, the Judges have declared an opi- 
nion, but what have we to do with what 
they say; their opinion is not to govern 
the pi-oceedings of this meeting. Mr. 
Veiner replied, Sir, though their opinion 
may not govern you, it shall govern *me. 
Mr, May then added. Sir, 1 am not sur- 
prised that should be the opinion of you 
and your brother. And I siiall now tell 
you why it was that he mentioned his bro- 
ther upon this occasion. It was his bro- 
ther, Mr. Samuel Tcnnent, that he meant, 
because of his having been accused of 
being concerned in the riots of the i2th of 
Julv, on account of which a Bench war- 
rant had been issued out against him. 
Was it not natural for Mr. May to take 
up this circumstance, when one brother 
had become a lugitive, and anotlier was 
propagating an opinion that the Judges of 
the land were net to be attended to. 1 he 
observation was called foi', not merely 
from his character as a Magistrate, but iis 
cloth rendered it his duty to rebuke and 
reprove such offensive words. If Mr, 
May had transgressed in delivering this 
opinion of Mr. lenneut, who, we have 
seen, wisiied to erect a tribunal in opposi- 
tion to the laws ; if he maligned him, the 
jaw was open, but if he had resorted 
therett), it would have been in opposition 
to the law, for he had just before said, that 
the Judges of the law should not regulate 
bis conduct. But had Mr, Tennent adopted 
other conduct, and Mr. May transgrei^ed, 
the latter would have been at that bar to 
meet your judgment this day. The words, 
iiowever, had scarcely escaped from Mr. 
May, when Mr. Tennent darted across 



If ckth is to confer the privilege of 
reproving magisterially, it would be well 
to see it previously exercised in assisting 
the owner to correct his own petulance. 
Before they are privileged to reprove o- 
thers, the learned counsel should recom- 
mend the more troublesome task of self- 
correction to clergymen. 

B.M.M. 
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the ciTcle formed by the people, seized 
Mr. May by the arm, and shook it vio- 
lenil,y. Gentlemen, you will observe the 
person of Dr. Tennent, his arm is not im- 
becile, aiid I must request you will bear 
it in your recollection, that he lately was 
a legislator, and is now the executioner of 
the law. Hi' seized Mr. May, and shook 
him ; this is a griping of the flesh, this is 
a tangible assault. Mr. May, feeling it 
80, said. Sir, ycu have assaulted me, and 
immediately seized him ; and, had he not 
done so, there was reason to fear, that 
scenes similar to the 12th of July would 
have again disturbed Belfast. I have thus 
(said Mr. rorrens) put you in possession 
of the facts you have to try, and the cir- 
cumstances that led to it. 1 am satisfied, 
however, that whatever were the inten- 
tions of tiilier, they were no ways con- 
nected with religion or political parties. 
It is true, that of the two parties here, one 
is a religious character and a Magistrate, 
and the other is the traverser, who, by 
himself, and those who were abetting him, 
were bearding the Magistrates by an overt- 
act of violence. I shall now state a few 
other facts, and these, I hope, will enable 
you, who are gentlemen of intelligence 
and assiduity, to comprehend this case 
fully. I have informed you, that Mr. 
Verner apprized the meeting of the judi- 
cial decision at the Assizes, and that he 
had declared the meeting to be dissolved.* 
Upou giving this intimation, Mr. Tennent 



A singular mistake appears to have 
arisen in the minds of the Sovereign and 
his assistant Magistrates, that the right of 
holding aud coniinuing a town meeting 
depended altogether on his condescension. 
No law requiring his sanction exists in 
Ireland. The inhabitants of a town or 
place may meet to discuss public mea- 
sures, may, or may not, appoint a justice 
of the peace, or chief magistrate as chair- 
man, and may displace him if he refuse to 
act .according to the will of the majority: 
and if no illegal act is committed by the 
persons assembled, the Sovereign, or other 
Magistrate, cannot dissolve the meeting. 
— See Counsellor Gilmore's Speech at the 
opening of the defence. If the inhabit- 
ants of Belfast, at their town meeting, had 
acted in support of their rights with be- 
coming spirit, they ought, on the attempt 
to dissolve the meeting illegaUj, to have 
(hosen another chairman. 

B.M.M. 



said. Sir, you have no right to do so. 
This, you will observe, was not addressed 
to Mr. May, hut to Mr. Verner, the Sove- 
reign, as if to show what were the aggre- 
gate sentiments of the meeting. Had the 
words alone been used by Mr. Tennent, 
had he declared himself to be the head of 
the Legislature of Belfast, and that he 
was equal to the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons in Parliament assembled, his vanity 
and presumption would have been laughed 
at ; but he immediately followed up his 
declaration, by grasping hold of Mr. 
May, and thus leaving it no longer in the 
shape of constructive, but giving it all the 
force and form of a tangible assault. The 
prosecutor immediately said, let me alone. 
Sir, or I will commit you. And I will 
produce to you many respectable witnesses 
to substantiate the facts I have detailed. 
Whatever the case on the other side mar 
be, whether they shall be able to make It 
appear, that his starting across the circle 
and seizing Mr. May was merely a forcible 
manner of expressing his sentiments, I am 
fully persuaded you will pay that attention 
to the evidence, that will' enable you to 
give a verdict according to the facts. But 
from these it will clearly appear, that there 
wasneitherreligious discontent nor political 
ditFereuces connected with this case. Gen- 
tlemen, 1 have detained you too long, and 
I shall not add a word more. 

[On the motion of the counsel for the 
prosecution, the Court ordered that all the 
witnesses should retire until called*, and 
the agents having exchanged their lists, the 
witnesses were accordingly taken to the 
Gland Jury Room. Counsellor Perria 
objected to the exchanging the list of the 



* This procedure is not only contrary 
to usual practice, but might in many cases 
defeat the ends of justice. In some in- 
stances it may be necessary to rebut the 
evidence given by that of some respecta- 
ble person, who might be in court. 'I'he 
exchange of lists of witnesses would pre- 
vent the benefit of adducing such evidence. 

This mode also gives an unfair oppor- 
tunity of previously arranging a cross- 
examination. A suspicious witness may 
sometimes have beeu ordered out of court, 
but it is a new and strange rule of a court 
to order the names of witnesses to be 
given in before the commencement of a 
trial. The law gives no such power, ex- 
cept in trials for high treason, according 
to a special statute. B.M.M. 
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witnesses, a» being contrary to the pro- 
ceedings of any regular court with which 
he had been acquainted. The Rev. Phihp 
Johnson addressed the Court as senior Ma- 
gistrate, and said he thought it very pro- 
per that lists, should be exchanged, and 
the witnesses ordered out of court.] 

The Rev, Bdward J^ay examined. 
Is a Magistrate, and Vicar of Belfast. 
Has been a Magistrate for eight years. 
Has heard of the affray that took place on 
the 12th July, subsequent to which there 
Wis a requisition to the Sovereign to call 
a meeting of the inhabitants. Mr. Whit- 
tie, Mr. R. Grimshaw, and Mr. R. Ten- 
nent, were the persons who waited on the 
Sovereign. Witness stated to Mr. Veruer 
that he considered the meeting was iTipro- 
per, as there was then a considerable de- 
gree of ferment in the public mind; and 
that if witness was chief Magistrate he 
never would comply with such requisition; 
but that as Mr. Verner was well known 
to be an Orangeman, there was some de- 
licacy in his opposing it ; and that, there- 
fore, it would he prudent in him to com- 
ply. Mr. Verner said he would call the 
meeting ; but must at least allow some 
time for the public mind to subside, and 
appointed the 28lh July. [The witness 
was proceeding to state what conversation 
had occured between him and Mr. Ver- 
ner on the evening preceding the 28th of 
July, but was Interrupted by Mr. Perrin, 
who desired him to state nothing which 
did not occur while the traverser was 
present] Witness went to the meeting, 
and stated the great impropriety of dis- 
cussing the subject at any time, but more 
particularly immediately before the As- 
sizes, as the persons were then in custody 
to take their trials for the offence, and as 
many persoiis present might be called up- 
on to act as Jurors ; witness therefore 
moved, that the meeting should adjourn 
sine die. Witness finding from the temper 
of the meeting they would not quietly 
consent to the adjournment, unless a day 
were named, he therefore made a com- 
promise in his own mind, as he consider- 
ed any thing better than holding the 
meeting at that time, and after some de- 
bate, )l was then adjourned till that day 
three weeks. Witness attended at the 
Assizes at Carrickfcrgus. [Here Mr. Per- 
rin again interrupted him, by objecting 
to his stating any thing relative to the 
Assizes, as it was completely irrelevant. 
Mr. Hamilton appealed to the Bench, 



stating that he conceived th'it every cir- 
cumstance relative to the meeting and the 
Assizes had to do with the business. Mr. 
Perrin shortly replied, that the iodictment 
was against Mr.Robert Tennent for assault- 
ing Mr. May, not at the Assizes, but on the 
1 8th of August, at Belfast. The question 
was given up^] Witness attended at the 
adjourned meeting, as. a Magistrate, with 
Lord Massareene, by particular desire of 
the Sovereign. On arriving at the Ex- 
change, saw a most numerous mob, mob 
he -will say., consisting of 1 500 or 2000 of 
the very lowest orders of the people. 
They got, with considerable difficulty, 
within the piazza, in order to go up stairs. 
It was then proposed to adjourn to the 
Brown Linen-Hall, as the Jixchange- 
rooms did not seem large enough to con- 
tain the people. Mr. Verner objected to 
this, saying, he did not know any place 
that would be large enough to hold such 
a mob as was there collected. Mr. Ro- 
bert Getty said, that no persons could be con- 
sidered a mob until they had conducted 
themselves riotously. Mr. Verner said, 
it was a mob collected by an improper 
hand-bill. — [The hand-bill was here pro- 
duced, as follows :] 

"Town MEEXiNr,. — You are request- 
ed to take nolire, that the Adjourned 
Meeting of the Inhabitants of this Town, 
takes place this day at one o'clock, at the 
Exchange-rooms — Belfast, 18th August, 
1813." 

This notice is not the same as that issued 
by the Sovereign, which was addressed to 
the *' principal inhabitants.** Some conversa- 
tion took place on this subject, when wit- 
ness and Mr. Verner both expressed them- 
selves with considerable warmth about 
the line of conduct that had been pursued, 
in throwing censure on the magistrates. 
Mr. Verner not wishing to injure the 
rooms, said he would proceed to business 
there. Witness ^^ways ktpt close to Mr. 
Verner, who stood with his back against 
one of the sides of the door; witness wks 
on his left hand, and Mr. Ttnnent, with 
Mr. Grimshaw, Mr. Getty, and Mr. 
Ferguson were opposite. After reading 
the requisition, Mr. Verner said, that the 
subject had already been discussed, the 
Judge had given his opinion, and a -verdict 
pronounced on each of the parties. At 
this time there was a small vacant circle 
formed round Mr. Verner; Dr. Tennent 
was to the right of -the Sovereign, behind 
one or two persons. Mr. Verner having 
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stated, that as he conceived the judges 
were the proper persons to try the ques- 
tion, any fartlier discussion there would 
be improper and illegal, therefore he 
considered it to be his duty to dissolve the 
meeting. At this there were great marks 
of disapprobatton. Mr. Tennent was 
commencing a reply ; when witness whis- 
pered to Mr. Verner, that as he liad dis- 
solved the meeting, it would be prudent 
in him to prevent any discussion. He then 
addressed himself distinctly to Mr. Ten- 
nent, saying, he would not hear any one, 
as the meeting was dissolved. Mr. Ten- 
nent replied, that the opinion of the 
Judges of the land was not to influence the 
proceedings of that meeting, and that he 
hoped -he would allow the business to go 
on. Witness observed, " that it was not 
the opinion of persons of his desci ipt ion 
that was to influence the Magistrates of 
the town of Belfast," Mr. Tennent said, 
»jhe opinions of the Judges of the land, 
vere not to guide or govern the opinion and 
conduct of the people of Belfast." [Here 
Mr. May observed that his memory must 
\)e pretty correct as to the words, because 
ht remarked to Mr. Tennent, when he 
read(Over the statement of facts,f which 

+ The fallawing is Robert Tennenfs Statement 
above alluded to* 
«On the 1 8th of August, 1815, being 
present at an adjourned meeting of the 
inhabitants of the town of Belfast, legally 
assembled in the Exchange of said town, 
the Sovereign in addressing the meeting 
observed, that the matters for which the 
meeting was originally called, had in the 
interim been decided upon by a Court of 
law, and the opinion of the Judge, on ad- 
dressing the prisoners indicted for the 
ript, before passing sentence was, that 
they were the cause of the late disgraceful 
proceedings in the town of Belfast on the 
12th of July last ; and Mr. May having ob- 
served that no one would be hardy enough 
to controvert the opinions of the Judge, 
or words to that effect, I addressed my- 
self to Mr. Verner, the Sovereign, and 
said, that I conceived the opinion of the 
Jodge delivered on that occasion, was not 
of sufficient authority to govern the deli- 
berations of the present meeting, being 
l«galty assembled. Mr. May here inter- 
rnpted me, by sayiug " it is not indeed 
•ttttkient for such persons as you and 
fon brother," on which I reached across 
the Sovereign, who was waiiding between 



the latter had prepared in the court-house, 
that there w«s only one word different 
between Mr. Tenncnt's admissions and his 
examinations, whether the word was go- 
vern, gu'ide^ or injluenee-] Mr. May, added, 
" these are just the sentiments I would ex- 
pect from you or your brother." In mak- 
ing this observation, witness alluded to 
Mr. Sam. Tennent. [Here Counsellor 
Perrin . objected to tij£ introduction of 
Samuel Tennent's name, as he was not on 
his trial. The Rev. Philip Johnson inter- 
fered, and said he thought Mr. May's 
evidence on this point of material impor- 
tance, and his sentiments and feelings of 
the utmost importance.] The instant 
witness made the remark, Mr. Tennent 
rushed across the Sovereign, and . seized 
him by the arm ; shook it, and shook him 
violently by it; desiring witness not to 
make use of such language, or to intro- 
duce his brother's name, or words to that 
effect. Witness upon this, said, " Sir, 
you have assaulted me, and I will commit 
you to the black hole :'' lie made some 
reply, but which witness does not recol- 
lect, being somewhat flurried. Witness 
seized Mr. 1'cnnent, and called to a con- 
stable to take him into custody, and im- 



us, and laid my hmd quietly on Mr. 
May's arm, with the view of more parti- 
cularly soliciting Ihs attention, and said, 
beware how you memion my brother, or 
make improper allusions to a person who i» 
absent ; Mr. May instantly replied, Sir, if 
you touch me 1 will send you to the black' 
hole ; I said, no Mr. May, you cannot 
send me to the Black-hole ; he answered, 
yes I can ; I repeated, tint I believe h be- 
yond your power, or tint would be 3 
stretch of power, which 1 suppose you 
will not resort to, or words to that efTect, 
h.:iving no idea that violence or brute 
force would be used on such an occasion. 
This conversation coiitimied about a min- 
ute, when Mr. May, after some hesitation, 
stepped forward and violently seized me 
by the breast, by wliich my shirt and 
waistcoat were torn, and the handker- 
chief about r y neck loosened, and called 
loudly to persons ^bout him, who seemed 
to have been pl:.<.ei) tliere for some such 
purpose, to take me immediately to the 
Black hole ; onwhick I was directly seiz- 
ed by them, and ryiijilily, and violently, 
and with many oiur>igc-ous expressions, 
dragged through the streets of the towB 
to the Slaci-hli in Fergubou's-entry," 
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mediately afier swore exaiijinations a- 
gainst him. When the traverser was tak- 
en to the Majistrate's office, witness stated 
his complaint, and said iie had been seized 
in a violent manner ; traverser said, 
** Well, sir, what business had you to 
make use of my brother's name." Wit- 
ness at this time feeling himself very 
warm, and being much flurried turned 
round to Mr, Venier and asked v.'hat 
were the words made use of, and on being 
told, said to Mr. Tennent, you cannot be 
surprised if I did introduce the name of 
your brother, as he has been charged as 
one of the ring-leaders concerned in the 
affray on the 12th of July, and that bills 
of indictment had been found against him, 
and a Bench warrant issued for his appre- 
heusiun. 

Crsss'examined bi/ Mr, Per r in. 
There 'were several very respectable 
names to the requisition ; persons who 
were unlikely to collect people for an im- 
proper purpose ; he is sure they would 
iiot on due reflection; be is sure they 
were actuated by good motives. Thirty 
or forty signed that requisition, amoug 
whom were m;uiy loyal men. As an ar- 
gument for adjourning the first meeting, 
witness stated, that at the adjourned 
meeting they might then institute such 
pioceediugs as they thought proper. 

Q. Do you think such a resohition as 
the following, would be proper ana lau- 
dable — 

" That as the happiness and prosperity 
■cf a country is best promoted by the una- 
nimity and good conduct of the people, 
it is the duty of every loyal subject to iive 
on terms of peace and amity with his 
neighbour ; and that we will discourage, 
by all means iu our power, every species 
uf party spirit, wliich may have a tenden- 
cy to keep alive animosity amongst the 
people of this country." — A. 1 do. 

Witness believes it was the intentiou of 
the meeting to move such a resolution. 

Q. You agreed that an adjournment 
should take place to the 18th of August. 
A. The meeting was forced on Mr Ver- 
ner and witness, as unless a meeting was 
appointed, the agitators would have then 
persevered in the object of the requisition 
on the eve of the Assizes, and have di- 
vided the meeting to the last man. Under 
this circumstance he agreed to tlie meeting 
taking place. His sentiments expressed to 
the Sovereign were, " that the purposes 
of the meeting were improper, but if a 



meeting was not appointed, violence might 
take place !" Witness therefore made a 
compromise in his own miud, to fix the 
adjournment. 

Counsel. iVJmh compremUe ^ou did not 
mean to keep. Witness supposed it vvas the 
opinion of the people of Iklfast, that the 
adjourned meeting should take place ; 
witness did not expect any furiher meet- 
ing, as he did not think the people of 
Bellast had any right to institute an in- 
quiry into the business. Witness thinks 
the Sovereign the proper person to issue 
notices of public meetings' ; cousiders.the 
anonymous notice as perfectly true, but 
disrespectful to the Magistrates, and went 
to the meeting hurt at this mark of dis- 
respect. It is usual to hold meetings in 
the Exchange ; the rooms were not open, 
as the Sovereign had taken the keys ; on 
the 2Sth of July the meeting was very 
numerous; had the appearance of a mob; 
no act of violence was committed, but it 
was apprehended there would be a dis- 
cussion that might rouse a great deal of 
party spirit. There were some persons 
who insinuated, that the magistrates were 
not active, and who thought had the ma- 
gistrates interfered, tio riot on the 12th 
of July would have taken place. Admit- 
ted that magistrates ought to be active 
on such occasious. Witness was anxiftus 
that the discussion should not take place. 
The people at the first meeting would not 
have dispersed unless he had compromised. 

Q. Was it not understood tiiat the ad- 
journed meeting was to be held by autho- 
rity of the Sovereign, and did he ever 
countermand it. A. No, he never did 
countermand it, but they never called on 
him again to publish it, though they coni- 
plaiuetl one newspaper would not adver- 
tise it without the Sovereign's order, and 
thought they might have taJcen that hint ! 
Had the mob been prevented oa the I2d> 
of July, there would have been no mis- 
chief, thinks it the duty, not only of Ma- 
gistrates, but (jf every lover of peace and 
good order, to have preserved the peace, 
and is persuaded, that if certain indiviau- 
als in the towu had es^trted themselves to 
prevent the mob, they would have been 
more effectual than any thing the Magis- 



* Irish liberty is not yet so low as to 1» 
placed altogether under the padlock of > 
Sovereign or chief magistrate, as would I* 
the case if no public meetings could bi 
held without his presiding. B.M.M 
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trates could h»ve done. At the meeting 
on the 18th of August, witness and Lord 
Massareene were requested by the Sove- 
reign to attend ; would have attended at 
^1 events ; witness stated in his examina- 
tions [hat he had attended in coiisequence 
of the requisition from the Sovereign, 
witness did not swear any thing material 
without due consideration, but admits he 
was under a considerable degree of men- 
tal agttat;on when he swore to his exami- 
nations, and that his recollection then was 
not as good as at present. [Counsel here 
remarked that he presumed Mr. May's 
memory improved in proportion to the 
lapse of time, and that as a clergyman he 
ought well to know the nature ot an oath, 
and was confident he would swear nothing 
without full consideration.] Immediately 
before the assault was committed, Mr. 
Tennent was between two and three yards 
distant from witness, who was perfectly 
mi and collected, not a^itauJ, bad taken no 
precaution for protecting himself; Mr. 
Verner had a sword-cane ; no other per- 
wn armed, no persons went to the meet- 
ipg armed by any order from witness or 
Soi;ereign ; no pistols there ; took a cane 
from Mr. Verner, the sword in it was 
npt drawn by witness ; at a peaceable 
ineeting, a man might draw a sword-cane 
i^id/not know it. Is sure the sword was 
not drawn. He might have pulled it up 
■4 handling it playfully ; witness held the 
cane while Mr. Verner was reading the 
requisition. 

Counsel. Your object in going to the 
meeting was to prevent violence, and yet 
one of the first observations made was, 
tliat the meeting was a mob. 

Witness. There was not ten persons 
vthom 1- had ever seen before, at the 
meeting. Presumes they Were inhabi- 
tants ; does not know all his parishioners; 
many of his parishioners not of his. flock ; 
(Query by Counsellor Perrin,) you get 
tithes from them all, and might you not 
therefore know them ? 

Counsel. M:-. John S. Ferguson was 
there, is he a man who was at all likely 
to foment disturbance .' A. I don't think 
he is. 

Is Mr. Bradshaw a man likely to engage 
inanythint; illegal.' A. i think not; he 
WH wry sensible man. Q. Do you think 
that Mr. Ferguson is a sensible man ? A. 
That is a very extraordinary question. In 
tniuj circumstances 1 think he is a very 
sensible man, but in others I do not, such 
as lending his name to that meeting. 

BEtfAJT MAO. NO. LXIII. 



Q. Probably he may think some other 
person did not act right. A. May be so. 

Q. Do you think that when Mr. Ver- 
ner used the word mni, it was not calcu- 
lated to irritate ? A. 1 cannot say, but 
when I see a mob 1 would call it a mob. 
Their intention was lo prevent either par- 
ty from gt)ing into the room; original in- 
tention to go up stairs ; went into the 
lower part of the Exchange with that in- 
tent ; door was not opened ; Mr. Verner 
took out the key, and asked witness 
whether they should go up stairs ; witness 
advised against it ; they were near the 
door-case ; made those remarks after the 
proposal to adjourn ; his intentions were 
to have gone to the regular place to ad- 
journ it. 

Q. Do you think that Mr. Ferguson, 
Mr. Getty, and such persons deserve to 
be culled a mob ? A. No, but were 1 in 
such an assembly as was there, and any 
person to call them a mob, i would think 
the term applied to the bulk of the meet- 
ing, not to myself, and so I suppose, 
would they think in such a case ; some 
persons were provoked, and expressed 
tliemselves in a loud and violent manner. 
Mr. Getty thought a number of peaceable 
inhabitants were not a mob, though they 
were not the principal inhabitants. Wit- 
ness considered the hand-bill illegal, and 
expressed himself with warmth. 

When Mr. Verner told the people that 
he did not know any place that would 
hold such a mob, witness did not conceive 
that, any part of the expression applied to 
him ; does not think that a meeting of the 
inhabitants is a mob ; thinks U\e hand-biil 
both improper and illegal ; wisiies per- 
sons would follow his example, and ex- 
press their opinions openly. 

[Mr. Perrin. You wished people to ex- 
press their sentiments openly, and yuu 
thought the best means of attording ther.i 
an opportunity of doing so was by dis- 
solving the meetinjj.] 

One consideration that influenced him 
to make the comprumis'e, that he pre- 
ferred discussion at the meeting rather 
than through certain anonymous pub- 
lications* ; does not think that the 



* Perhaps the pages of the Belfast Mag- 
azine were alluded to, as publications in 
which the rights of the people are set 
forth and defended. We thank the wit- 
ness for his unintentional compliment. 

BALM. 
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mejning of the expression imde use of by 
Dr. Teaueiit, was tiiat the opinion of the 
Judge* on one occasion, should not go- 
vern the conduct of theinhabitauts of Bel- 
fast on another subject, and that Mr Ten- 
nent meant great disrespect to the Jud^^es. 
[A paper was here handed to witness, pur- 
porting- ta- be tlie eiaiainatious th'tt were 
tendered a^aiust him at the office of the 
Mrigijirate*.] Witness said, it was like the 
paper, but really could not swear positively. 
It ivas alleged, that at the meeting- witness 
had spoken of the traverser's brother Wil- 
liam, witness said, " I give you my hon- 
nar he was farthest from my thougi.ts."* 
Had no pique against Mr R. Fennent, 
bad a diiT.-rence with his brother William, 
Witness does not know whether it was 
the left han-1 or the right with whi^h Mr. 
T.;nrieiit assaulted him, Ths conduct of 
the v.'itr.2=s -after the meeting . broke up 
was rather warm. Did not recollect pre- 
cisely tlie words used by traverser. Re- 
freshed his msmorj' by his friends. fOnre^ 
t'crcnce to some words in the examinations, 
as to the time of the supposed assault, 
whether he meant " immediately," Coun- 
sel commented, and asked whether the 
jury were to believe witness now, or 
vvhat he Lad s-worn iu his examinations.f] 



• When the cause of Mr. Tennent's ad- 
dressing Mr. May at .he Exchangee, and 
his laying his hand on him was spoken of 
in the Court-Uouse, Mr. .Vlay utterly de- 
nied liavi[!g ever mentioned Robert 'fen- 
neat's brother's n-ame, Mr, Tennent in- 
sisted that he had; he then said, that," even 
if he had, he' was justified in making use 
of tiie espression towards a person, whose 
senisiici <jf trauspcjrtation iiad been com- 
ni-uici! iijr bauisinnent ;" thus alluding to 
?.-ir, Robert Tennent's brother Wiiiiani be- 
iOff s-iit to Fort George, He afterwards 
£>.i:i i: •.vas tfie younger brother Samuel lie 
\M alluded tu at the Exchatige, a;rainst 
■w-iom thi.-ra v."!s a vrarraut issued for being 
coiiceraed iu the net of the IL'th of July. 

f County of -) The £i-am'n-itiijn<i of the 
Antrim. C Rev. Ed-.vard .May, a Ma- 

— ■ 3 ffistrate for this' Coimty, 

Vi'ho being duly sworn and CAamiued, 
iisith, that on Wednesday, the I8th day 
of August, liaving, in consequence of a 
reijui-ition from the Sovereig-n of Belfast 
ai tended a meeting of the inhabitants ; the 
Sovereigpn proceeded to state that for cer- 
tain reasons then assigned, he did not 
CO. Kider it necessary to proceed in the 



Does not know whether Mr. Tennent 
spoke in a loud or low tone. 

Q. Do you still say that he seized you 
violently by the arm. A. I repeat it most 
solemnly, that he .seized or grasped me 
fay the arm and shook me very violently. 

Q. Did he say, beware what you say of 
my brother, of a person who is absent. 
A. 1 really cannot say positively as to the 
very word, I was agitated by the forcible 
assault. It was just upon the elbow he 
seized me, and 1 then said, sir, you have 
assaulted me, I will commit you. Mr. 
Tennent laid hold of his right arm. 

Q Did you say assault or tmch. A. I 
might have used both ; would consider it 
a freedom in Mr. 1'eunent to lay his hand 
on him. 

Q. Was Mr. Ferguson near you at that 
time .' A. He was not so near as to observe 
acctirately what passed. 

Q. Did Mr. Tennent say surely Mr. 
May, though I had touched you, you 
would not put me in the black- hole. A. 
I cannot recollect whether he said so or 
not. When I seized him he made no re- 
sistance, but there were some persons 
cried rescue, Mr. Tennent did not coun- 
tenance any attempt, no disturbance took 
place. 

Thnmas Vtrnef, Esq. 

Is Sovereign of Belfast ; he recollects- 
the 12th of Jrlv; called a meeting of the 
principal inhabitauts, in consequcncr- of a 
requisition signed by about 40 inhabitam- . 
Meeting was held on the 2Sth July ; Mr. 

business of the meeting, and therefore he. 
did consider it as dissolved. Th.'.t Mr. 
Kobert Tennent then standing near the 
Sovereigin, observed to the Sovereign, that 
the opinions of the Judges of the land 
■were not to guide the proceedings of thi 
town of Belfast, or words to that efFect, 
■when deponent observed that he, Robert 
Tennent, or persons of his cast, were not 
to direct the conduct of the Magistrate, 
upon which,, he, the said Robert Ten- 
nent in an unruly manner seized t'lis 'de- 
poneutby the arm in a Tfiolent and forcihlc 
manner, and did then shake him thereby 
contrary to the King's peace. And fiir 
ther .deponent saith not. Taken, sworn, 
&c. ISth August, 1815. 

Massareenb-. 
Magistrate far said Count!/. 
Edward Mav, Jun. 

A. True Copy, which I attest. 

S. Caucus, D.C. Peace, 
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May attended as a Magistrate. After 
some discussion, the meeting >yas adjourn- 
ed to the 18th of August; saw the hand- 
bill circulated, but not by his anthority ; 
applied to Mr. May and Lord Massareene 
to attend as Mngistrates, and alsii spoke 
to other Magistrates, Mr. M'ilveen and 
Mr. Clarke ; he waited on them with the 
hand-bill; requested them to call at the 
meeting as Magistrates, as if it was not at- 
tended by them, he could not tell what the 
result might be; went to the Exchange 
with Mr. May; Lord Massareene was 
there, but did not see him ; it was the lar- 
gest assemblage he had ever seen in Bel- 
fast ; a large number of the very lowest 
class ; objected to the meeting, as he did 
not think any thing could be discussed by 
such a mob ; considered it his duty to dis- 
solve the meeting; Mr. Getty said no as- 
semblage was a mob, that did not proceed 
to riot, and that if it was so, it was a mob 
of witness own collecting; witne,s5 said it 
was not the case, as the meeting was called 
by an anonynums hand-bill, and which 
hand bill he considered distributed for im- 
proper purposes, but would not have con- 
sidered it hurtful to have distributed such 
a band-bill generally; Mr. Getty and Mr. 
Ferguson both pressed for an adjournment 
to the Brown Linen Hall, which witness 
declined; he then read the requisition, 
and said, that as the business had under- 
gone the scrutiny of the law, and the ver- 
dicts of two Juries, and that the Judge had 
declared to the rioters, that they had been 
the occasion of it, therefore any discussion 
would be attended with an injurious ten- 
dency. Mr. Tennent said, I do not think 
the opinion of a Judge should have any 
tfict on this meeting. Witness answered, 
" [ dare say you do not, but I do ; it is 
sufficient to guide my conduct, and there- 
fore I dissolve the meeting." Mr. Ten- 
nent said, «' surely you cannot dis«olve it, 
nor can I $uppose the opinion of any Judge 
can authorize you to do so." Witness 
said, " I did not expect to hear any other 
Jangviage from you ; I am sure you have 
littli; respect for the opinion of a Judge, 
"•• for the law ;" he replied, " how can 
you take upon yon to say so .'" Mr. May 
•aid, from your conduct and that of your 
brother, I dare say, it is the sentiments 
of you both. Mr. Tennent said, " how 
dare you say that of my brother, or 
make use of such expressions towards me." 
Mr. May said, '• Sir 1 attend here as a 
Majistrate of this county, and I will not 
permit »uch language to be used," Mr. 



Tennent replied, " Sir you should not say 
so of my brother," and stietched across 
and seized Mr. May by the arm and pul- 
led'it ; Mr. Tennent appeared angry and 
warm. Mr. May immediately c.nlied out 
" if you attempt to lay hold oi' me, 1 will 
send you to the black-hole." Mr. Ten- 
nent still held him by the arm and shook 
him ; upon which Mr. M^y seized Mr. 
Tennent liy the breast, and there was 
some confusion. The constables took him 
into custody, which was the aflFilr of a 
moment, and examinations were lod(^ed 
aijaiiist him before Lord Massareene. Mr. 
May wrote them; Mr. May seemed agi- 
tated, but not more so than was naturally 
to be expected from the circumstance. 
Mr. Tennent seemed inclined to treat Mr. 
My with great disrespect ; cannot take 
upon him to say .he hastened the prosecu- 
tor in his examination. A grpat crowd 
followed to the office hissing and hooting j 
Lord Massareene, as well as Mr. May re- 
commended the dissolution of the meeting: 
recollects great hissing and hooting, when 
he attempted to dissolve the meeting. 
Previous to the adjourned meeting, one 
Magistrate who had signed the requisition, 
wrote to him to say that it was improper, 
and that it should not be held. Another 
on going Into the country, desired wit- 
ness to withdraw his name. Many per- 
sons were there who do not usually at- 
tend town meetings. 

CrosS'examined by Csumellor Gitmare^ 
Many respectable people attended the 
meeting on the 1 8th .'\ugu8t; now, and 
on the former occasion, witness took the 
key of the rooms, in order that neither 
party should get exclusive possession of 
them ; the uecesaary consequence of lock- 
ing die xloor was the hustling of one an- 
other together; believes there were many 
gentlemen at the meeting whose sole mo- 
tive it was to promote the public advan- 
tage, and some of those gentlemen wished 
the business to proceed ; took notes of the 
occurrences next day ; cannot swear to the 
precise words made use of, hut only to the 
substance of the observations of Mr. Ten- 
nent, when he was alluding to the opinion 
of the Judge at Carncklergus ; thought 
the expression extraordinary to use before 
such a mob. Mr. Tennent was on his 
right, Mr. May on his left. Traverser 
laidhold of Mr. May by his left hand. 
[The Rev. Philip Johnson read from a 
law book the definition of an assault, and 
asked the /raAjf question, if witness thought 
the traverser had acted in a mauiier to con- 
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stituts an assault. The witness repHed, it 
was done in a lade manner, and as such 
constituted an assault.] Before Mr. Ten- 
nent assaulted Mr. May, he was not so near 
him, that he could touch him without 
stepping out of his place. 

TTu Earl af JS^assaresne 
Attended the meeting on the ISth of 
August, but did rot get near. The Sove- 
reign requested bts attendance as a Magis- 
trate; considering the business unneces- 
sary, from what passed at the Assizes, he 
resolved that he would dissolve the meet- 
ing, lest there should be any breach of the 
peace. Saw all classes of people there; 
some very respectafele,, the majority of the 
lower orders. Witness was oa the outside 
of the railing at the Exchange ; heard some 
hissing and some clapping ; saw Mr. Ten- 
nent brought out; Mr, May said he had 
licen assaulted ; witness took the examina- 
tions; saw similar meetings about the year 
J 70(3, has seen tumultuous meetings he. 
lore now, at one of which they threatened 
to throw him out of the window, when 
Arthur O'Connor wished the people to 
arm, [Counsellor Perrin, " This is not 
evidence, my Lord."] Mr. Tennent said 
to Mr. May, at the Sovereign's office, 
*' You need not have been so much fright- 
ened." Mr. May replied, " I am not a- 
jraid of you or any miin, but I wanted to 
protect the magistracy." Mr. Tennent ob- 
served, " a pretty protector you are of the 
magistracy." Wuiicss did not observe any 
-|>Hrticular violence by Mr. Teniient.* 

* The Earl of Massareene, on his exa- 
mination stated, that Mr. Robert Tennent's 
nsanner Lowards Mr, May in the Court- 
house WIS insulting, but he mentioned no- 
thing of Mr. May's and Mr. Verner'-s gross 
insults to jrards Mr. Tenuent at the same 
place, L'ird Masssreene also swore, that 
when the sliaking of Mr. May by the arm 
was spnkeu of, Mr. Tennent 'said, " Why 
tiien did vou mention my brother's name?" 
iiifinuatiug, that Mr. Tennent admitted he 
shook him by the arm. On the contrary, 
when Mr May read that part of his exa- 
minations that he had been shaken violent- 
ly by the arm, Mr. Tenuent cauiioned him 
against swearing to that effect, for stick a 
suitement 'iuaiiU net he correct Lord Massa- 
reene must have heard this declaration, as 
he was standing close beside them, as were 
also the other magistrates. Mr. May an- 
.^wercd, that " he had sworn it, or would 
swear it, and abide the consequences.-' 

B.M,M. 



Cross-examined hy Counsdior Perriti, 
Mr. Tennent was taken in custody 
through the streets. This was unusual. 
Believes Mr. Tennent would have attended 
without having been brought in custody. 
Mr. May said to Mr. Tennent, if yo'i 
mean William, I don't mean your brother 
William. There was no riot. They were 
more than an hour at the office. Several 
respectable inhabitants attended. Did not 
thrust himself into the crovii. No offence 
whatever was offered to the witness. 
Sltfhsn Daniel 
Was in a situation at the meeting that he 
could see what passed. Heard the Sove- 
reign dissolve the meeting, and make some 
observations ; several opposed the dis- 
solution of the meeting. Mr. Tennent 
said, that the opinion of the Judge was 
not sufficient to ^a/it the opinion of the 
people of Belfast, or those who composed 
that meeting. Mr May said,, that might 
be the opinion of him or his brother. Mr. 
Tennent, who was two or three steps from 
Mr. May, came forward, in agitation, and 
seized Mr, May by the arm, not in a gen- 
tle way, htit shook him. Mr. May said, 
" I am a magistrate of the County of An- 
trim ; let me go, or I'll commit you ;" a 
scuffle ensued, no blows, and witness was 
very happy to get out of the front. Can- 
not say who was between the Sovereign 
and Mr. Tennent. 

Cross-examined bij Ccvitselhr Gilmore. 
Was right before the Sovereign, about 
two or three paces distant, near to the 
centre door under the Exchange-rcoms ; 
cannot recollect half of the words which 
took place, but recollects the Vi'ords used by 
Mr. Robert Tennent were iit-arly the same 
as be stated in' his direct esamination, he- 
cause he paid particular attention to that 
part; cannot say he recollects the precise 
words used by Mr. May. Mr. Tennent 
seized JV'r. May by the left arm, believes 
it was the left arm, but will not swear 
positively. Witness is well acquainted 
with Mr. Verner, and told him he could 
give evidence; had conversation with Mr. 
May last Saturday, but not as to the pre- 
cise words of bis evidence. At the meet- 
ing, when it was mentioned about the 
Brown Linen-Hall, vritness observed they 
might as well adjourn to th§ Sugar-house. 

Jam s Ijatv 
Was at the meetitig on the 1 8th of Au- 
gust, and near Mr. May all the time. Af- 
ter the opinion of the Judge and verdict of 
the Jury were mentioned, Mr. Tennent re- 
marked, that « the opinion of the Judge 
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ahould not infiumu the inhabitants of Bel- 
fast." Mr. May sud, " that was hi» opi- 
nion,- and he supposed it was also the opi- 
nion of his brother." Mr. Tennent then 
stepped forward, and seized Mr. May by 
the arm, a little above the elboyyr, saying, 
" don't dare. Sir, to mention my brother's 
name with disrespect." Cannot say that 
It was violently. Mr. May said, " let me 
go, or I'll commit you." 

Crosi-examined by Mr. Pernn. 
Witness was not agitated. Did not see 
Mr. Tennent shake Mr. May, use him vio- 
lently, or drag him at all, but he saw hiro 
lay his hand on Mr. May ; admits it was 
gently. Mr. Ferguson must have heard 
all that passed ; is not sure that Mr. Fer- 
guson saw all, but is sure he heard ail. 

[Here the case dosed on the part of the 
prosecution.] 

Counsellor Gilmore addressed the Court. 
He confessed it was not without some feel- 
ings of regret that he rose on the present 
occasion ; not for fear of the verdict of the 
Jury, that it would affect his client either 
in his person or in his character ; but he 
regretted that a gentlenwn of Mr. Ten- 
nent's respectability should be made the 
subject of such a prosecution, or that he 
should stand for a moment in the place 
usually allotted to culprits. He concur- 
red in his learned friend's preUminary 
observations, that genetaily speaking, this 
was not a party question, and that there 
was nothing that occurred on the ISth 
August, which might not have happened 
to an Orangeman as well as to Mr. Ten- 
nent. It is admitted, on all hands, that 
the motives of those who signed it must 
have been good. But as several persons 
weie then in prison for the offences com- 
mitted on the 12th of July, it was consi- 
dered by many that the discussion of the 
question at that time would not be pro- 
ductive of good ; and the meeting was 
accordingly adjourned to the 18th of Au- 
gust. This determination did equal cre- 
dit to those who proposed it, aud to the 
meeting which adopted it, shewing, in a 
striking manner, the good sense and good 
temper of those present, it being thought 
better to postpone it till the trials were 
over. After the trials took place, it oc- 
curred to the inhabitants that there could 
be no objection to the discussion. Mr. 
May and ha. Veruer, however, thought 
it would be better that the business should 
sink into oblivion. Their motives were 
no douht good ; but tliere were also o- 
thers of great respectability, who thought 



that something might be done for prevent- 
ing the recurrence of nmilar outrages to 
those which happened on the ISth of July. 
Mr. May did even admit that the meeting 
might afterwards take pkce^ without fur- 
ther notice from the Sovereign : and the 
simple hand-bill which was circulated, 
could be for no other purpose but to re- 
mind them of the day to which the meet- 
ing had been adjourned. The meeting 
was numerously attended by people of 
respectability; and, it will not be won- 
dered at, that many not of such opulence 
were also anxious to attend. Mr. May 
and Mr. Verner thought it right to pre- 
vent the meeting ; but t shall contend that 
those who differed from them, were also 
entitled to enjoy their opinions. I ac- 
knowledge the greatest veneration for the 
constitution and the law of the land ; bat 
in my mind, a Judge and a Jury could not 
determine what was the proper line of 
conduct to prevent the recurrence of the 
unfortunate events alluded to. The 
causes, generally speaking, could not be 
investigated by a Judge and a Jury. 
They could punish the guilty, and there- 
by set an example : but they cannot take 
precautionary proceedings. There are 
none so well calculated to take measures 
of prevention as the inhabitants at large. 
In all meetings there will be men of dif- 
ferent opinians, and is it to be visited on 
my client Mr, Tennent, because he was 
one of those who thought some measure 
might be adopted, to prevent such occur- 
rences as the unfortunate events of the 
12th of July. As to the expressions made 
use of, the witnesses do not exactly agree, 
and seemed to have mistaken his meaning. 
Mr. Tennent, ii appears, was most per- 
fectly inoffensive ; and the sabstauce of 
his observation was undoubtedly this, 
that the opinion of the Judge delivered on 
one point, was not to prevent discussion 
on auoilier subject. How could the 
Judge tell what was the best mode of a- 
voiding similar occurrtiices. He could 
say, and truly say, in his judicial capaci- 
ty, that chose who were at the comraence- 
mentof the affray were the most guilty; 
but he could do no more. The expres- 
sions made use of by Mr. Tennent have 
been greatly miirepresented by some per- 
sons who attended the meeting ; and it is 
to be observed, that Mr. Way confessed 
he was so particularly tiurried that he had 
to apply to others lor an explanation of 
what he did himself say. The examina- 
ti)>ns of Mr, May were, that an allusion 
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bad been made to a brother of Mr. Ten- 
nent's, but surely Mr. May would not 
have alluded to a person who was absent 
if he had not been under the effects of agi- 
tation. We shall produce to you witness- 
es, who well blow the character of Mr. 
Tennent, who wiU tell you, that be is 
slow to anger, not rash in taking offence ; 
and that though he felt his brother was 
impeached, he yet acted coolly and deli- 
berately. The question decided by the 
Judge, was not the question to be decided 
at the meeting. He felt that his brotlier 
had been maligned ; st that time he hnd 
a staff in his right hand, but he neither 
used it io a threatening nor offensive man- 
ner ; he merely stretched across, and laid 
his left hand on the arm of Mr. May, for 
the purpose of arresting his attention. 
Every one has some peculiarity in his ges- 
ture, and this it it will be proved to you, 
is one of Mr. Tennent's. 

He would address a few words on what 
constituted an assault: on referring to East's 
Crown Law, page 406, he found it thus 
described : " An assault is any attempt or 
offer with force and violence, to do a corpo- 
ral hurt to another, whether from malice or 
wantonness ; as by striking at him, or 
even by holding up one's fist at him in a 
threatening or insulting manner, or with 
such other circumstances as denote at the 
time an intention, coupled with a present 
ability of using actual violence against his 
person, as by pointing a weapon at him 
within the reach of it." And in Selwyn's 
Law oi NJM Prius, there is a decided case 
on the subject, where it is noted, that 
*' vthether ths act ihatl amoztnt to an assaultt 
titusi, in eotry case^ be ccUecUdfrom the tften- 
iiun." Ill answer io the objection, that the 
plaintiff in that case, ought to have re- 
plied to the matter specially; Baron Legye 
overruled the objection, observing, " that 
the evidence was not offered by way of 
justification, but for the purpose of show- 
ing that there 'was not any assault, for it 
was the y»o animo which constituted an 
assault, which was n.atier to be left to a 
jtiry." 'Ihese auliiorities sufficiently dc- 
ternniie, that an act done, is or is not 
an assault, but from the intentmn which 
jrovtrns that act. If this were not the 
ciise it would be monstrous ; to lay your 
hand familiarly on a gentleman, to take 
him by the atm, or even to shake him by 
the hand, niight, by a false construction, 
he interpreted into an assault. And he 
would put a question to the Jury, Is it 
likely that a person would use his left 



hand, if he wished to offer violence to 
another ? It was simply the laying on of 
the left hand, and that this is the general 
manner of Mr. Tennent, will be proved 
to yon by gentlemen of the hrghest res- 
pectability. It will also appear to you 
that Mr. May at the time, laboured under 
great irritation of mind, and when under 
passion, was likely to draw inferences on 
false grounds. He had formed an inten- 
tion of having the purpose of the meeting 
frustrated, and saw the obstacles to his 
purpose in an erroneous point of view. 
This was not the case with the persons we 
will produce. They saw it just as it hap- 
pened. 7'he altercation which took place 
will be described to youj in the result 
Mr. Tennent was taken to a place of con- 
finement, and there remained for a con- 
siderable time. You are now, gentlemen, 
called upon to declare on your oaths, that 
the action of Mr. Tennent, was for the 
purpose of doing Mr. May a personal vio- 
lence, and that it was an assault on him 
as a Magistrate. WHEN THE SOVE- 
REIGN PRESIDES AT lOWN MEET- 
INGS, IT IS A COMPLIMKNT PAID 
TO HIM, AND HE HAS NO RIGHT 
TO THE CKAIR, MERELY IN VIR- 
TUE OF HIS OFFICE; NOR CAN 
HE DISSOLVE A MEETING UNIiL 
SOME ILLEGAL ACT IS COMMIT- 
TED : it need scarcely be observed, that 
town meetings are nut illegal, otherwise 
even the Chamber of Commerce would be 
unlawful. You have been called upon by 
your verdict to tranquillize the country. 
He fully concurred in that wish; but be 
conceived that object would be best ob- 
tained, by their finding, that a peaceable 
inhabitant of Belfast was not to be con- 
victed of an assault for merely putting his 
hand on a gentleman, and that gentleman 
at the time in a passion. He did not ask 
the jury to give his client compensation 
for the injury he had sustained ; but hoped 
they would h.ive little hesitation in ex- 
culpating him from the offence with 
which he was charged. 

wirNes5£s roR the defence. 
Jihn S' Ferrrusony £iq. 
Attended the meeting on the i!8th of July, 
to in vestigate the causes of the UDfortunaie 
events of (he I2th,and to endeavour to pre- 
vent their recurrence. Witness agreed to be 
the proposer of certain resolutions to that 
effect. The meeting was adjourned to the 
18th of August, which he also attended, 
and where there were many persons of re- 
spectability. It was generaliy considered. 
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that a tieeting would be held that day, in 
con««nience of the adjournment. Mr. 
Bradshaw was in attendance for the pur- 
pose of seconding (he resolutions. It was 
pa-it one o'clock before the Sovereign 
came; Mr. M'Clean had gone for him; 
be came with Mr. May, and had to press 
through the crowd. The Sovereign ex- 
pressed himself, that it was not the kind of 
meeting they expected, and said he did 
not like to see such a mob, and thought he 
would best do his duty by dissolving the 
meeting, he was standing near the entrance 
to the rooms ; witness moved to adjourn 
to the Brown Linen-Hall, winch was ob- 
jected to ; witness was in front of the So- 
vereign and Mr. May, around whom there 
was a small v.icant circle. Mr. Tennent 
was remonstraltiig with the Sovereign a- 
gaiast dissolving the meeting, sayin», that 
the charge of the Jndge did not apply to 
the meeting as then assembled ; nor ought 
to infitiencc their proceedings. Mr Verner 
iaid, he differed in opinion, and Mr. May 
made an observation warmly to the same 
effect. Mr Tennent seemed ro take amiss 
what Mr. May said against his brother, 
and said he should not speak of the absent ; 
heard Mr May say, " don't touch me, or 
I'll commit you " Witness at this time 
did not see Mr. Tennent touch Mr. Mav, 
but from Mr. May's speech he supposed he 
had touched him. Mr. Tennent sai^l, you 
surely would not do that, even if I should 
touchyou ; or words tothat effect. Sawpro- 
s-ocutor seize the traverser. If Mr. Tennent 
shook the arm of Mr. May, he did not ob- 
serve it. After the words spfeken by Mr. 
Mav, he saw Mr. Tennent touch him. 
He first saw Mr Tennent after these words 
were used Mr. Tennent did not shake 
him violently ; if he had, witness would 
have seen it ; he merely laid his hand on bis 
arm, and did not appear offensive in the 
eyes of witness, but Mr. May might take 
it so. Mr. May was very warm ; he h.id 
a sword cane in his hand, and saw him 
draw it up and down. Mr. Tennent was 
taken hold of by Mr. May and others, and 
taken to the Black-hole ; there was no re- 
sistance but a great bustle ; witness advised 
the people to be quiet. 

Crojt-txammed by CauftseUer Torrent- 
Mr. Tennent and witness were of the 
same opinion respecting the expediency of 
the meeting ; did not see the commence- 
ment of Mr. Tennent's movement towards 
the Sovereign, who, with Mr. May, had 
a better opportunity than he of knowing 
what took place; would believe both those 



gentlemen on their oaths, The conduct 
of Mr. Tennent was temperate and qaiet ; 
did nof hear him say to Mr. May, " you 
are a pretty champion of the magistracy ;" 
if he had, he woiild not have thought it 
very becoming. If a person had said, 
*' how dare you use such expressions of my 
brother ?" would have thought such a per- 
son acted under the in.luence of an intem- 
perate mind. Mr. Tennent seemed to 
come from the crowd when he addressed 
the Sovereign. Holiness tvould give up 
his tywn opinion to JWr. l^Jy and ATr. Kerner, 
Mr. May's drawing the sword up and 
down from the cane appeared to be rather 
in a thoughtless and unimeutioual manner. 

Q. When you were asked whether Mr. 
Mav moved that cane up and down, don't 
you think that the object of the question 
was to impress the miuds of the jury with 
the idea that he meant to oppose force by 
force ? — A. The ingenuity of Counsel in 
putting these questions is such, that I really 
cannot pretend to say wh^it is their mean- 
ing. Did not swear it would strike terror 
into the bystanders. 

JVilliam Tucker 

[Before being sworn, was asked by the 
Counsellor for the prosecution, if he be- 
lieved in the Holy Evangelists .? To which 
he replied, I do. — Counsellor Perria ob- 
jected to the question.] 

Was at the meeting in August. After 
the Sovereign had declared that the meet- 
ing was dissolved, he said, he hoped none, 
would be found to go in opposition to the 
Judge, who, from the bench, had delivered 
theLw. Robert Tennent did not think the 
opinion of the Judge ought to have any 
influence on that meeting. Edward May 
observed, I don't doubt it may be the opi- 
nion of you, as wc!l as your brother also. 
Rob.'tt I'enuent siti-J, '' beware how you 
speak of an absent person," or words to 
that effect ; he immediately made a step 
towards Edward May, and laid his baud 
oi^ his arm ; did not seize him violently, 
nor shake him; and if he had, witness 
must have seen it. tdward May said, 
" stand off, don't toncli me, if you assault 
me, I'll conimif you to the Black-hole." 
R.^>bert Tennent repl-ed. no, surely you 
will not do that, or wo.-ds to that effect. 
Edward May said, you have assaulted me, 
anri selzftl him by tiie collar, called for 
the constables, and orJered them to take 
him to the black-ivolc. RoSjrt Tennent'* 
manner was peaceable, cjuict, and remou- 
scrative. 
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Crats-exam'-e^ by Cmntethr Hamtton, 
Could see all that passed ; wa» behind 
two persons who stoud in the front, and 
could see between their shoulders; saw 
what happened as well as the Sovereign, 
and the Sovereign as well as he. Robert 
Tennentwas in front of the circle j John 
S. Ferguson was on the right of witness, 
Robert M'-Adum 
At the meeting on the 1 8th of August, 
was standing on the left of the Sovereign, 
with only one or two persdns between them, 
and Mr, Tennentwasou witness' righthand, 
or near to it ; Mr, Tennent said ,it would be 
wrongto dissolve the tneeting, which wasre- 
gularly convened, -and injurious tothefe'el- • 
ings of the people ; did not hear Mr. Ver- 
ner reply ; Mr. May said, he did not think 
any person would fly in the face of the law 
as expressed at Carrickfergus ; and he con- 
sidered that the proceedings of the Judge 
ought to regulate that meeting. Mr. Ten- 
nent replied, that he did not think that 
the opinion expressed in that case should 
influence the conduct of this assembly. Mr. 
May observed, he did not doubt it was his 
opinion. Heard no more. Mr. Tennent was 
leaning on his stick with one hand, and 
stretched out the other, saying something, 
which the noise prevented witness from 
hearing. Mr. May seemed irritated and 
agitated, and drew back, saying, not to 
touch him, or he would send him to the 
black-hole. Witness couM not distinctly 
observe whether Mr. Tennent touched 
Mr. May; if he had used vitJence and 
shook him, witness must have seen it. 
Mr. Tennent said, no, surely, you won't 
do that ; you won't have recourse to that 
stretch of authority ; or to that eflect. The 
words were uttered in a pertectly calm 
way, in his usual tone of voice, wliich is 
rather mild and impressive. Witness has 
been ofteu in his company. Mr. Tennent 
often uses his hand in speaking, as if to en- 
gage the attention of the person he is ad- 
dressing. Saw Mr. May catch Mr. Ten- 
nent by the breast ; he made no resistance, 
no struggle. During the whple time, there 
was nothing different from his usual man- 
ner. 

Cross-examined htf Counsellor Torrens. 
Mr. Tennent only used his band as 
usual ; thought it strange that Mr. May 
should have behaved so ; no other person 
between Sovereign and Mr. Tennent ; the 
space was very trifling ; does not know 
whether Mr. Tennent moved from his 
place; if he did, it could not be more 
thaa one step in advance. He did not 



move his hand at the time he moved his 
leg J at the time he moved his leg, there 
appeared no apprehension on Mr. May's 
part. Cannot form a belief whether Mr. 
May was afraid of Mr. Tennent'* touch- 
ing him ; thinks Mr. May and the Sove- 
reign must have seen as well, or better, 
than witness. Q. If Mr. May and Mr. 
Vemer had said, that they saw Mr. Ten- 
nent grasp Mr. May by the arm, don't 
you believe they would be speaking truth ? 
A. r am not sure. Sir. — Q. Upon yoiit* 
oath, don't you mean to evade the question 
! have just put, by giving me that answer. 
Sir, don't you believe Mr Vemer, Mr. 
May, and Mr. Ferguson speak truth ? A. 
I do. — Q. Now, Sir, if all these persons 
were to say that they saw Mr. Teunent 
grasp Mr. May by the arm, and that you 
should say that he did not, which should 
the Jury believe ? A. The majority. — Q. 
Have you had, since the time of the oc- 
currence, any conversation with Mr Ten- 
nent respecting what took place upon that 
occasion.' A. I have had some. — Q. Don't 
you believe that your recollection of the 
manner in which he stretched out his 
hand towards Mr. May is strengthened 
and flows from what he told you? A. 
Would you put that question again — Counsel 
No, Sir, and if you should wind like an 
eel in one of the adjacent streams 1 will 
fallow you. Give me your answer .' A. 
I took notes. — Q. When? A. -The day 
after the occurrence. — Q. A'bere are they ,' 
A. They are here. — Q. Did you tell Mr. 
'I'ennent or his friends that you had notes ? 
A. Yes, between seven and fourteen days 
after. — Q. Are your notes the same now 
that they were originally ? A. I only put 
them in more extended words ; but my 
evidence now is what I recollected at the 
time. My family think my memory is 
accurate, but it is better to be refreshed. 
Had some conversation before he changed 
his notes; altered them in no material 
part ; did not vary them in any way, so 
as to unsay anything he had put down 
in his former notes. 

IV. J, Orr 
Described the conversation between Mr. 
May and Mr, Tennent; Mr. May said 
that the matter had been discussed by the 
Jury and Judge of the land ; does not re- 
collect the reply of Mr. Tennent, but Mr. 
May observed, he supposed those were 
the sentiments of him and his brother; 
Mr. Tennent made some reply, and in 
doing so, extended his arm in a gentle 
manner, and laid bis fingers on the arm oi 
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Mr. May; did not seize Mr. May violent- 
ly, or shake him ; must have seen it if Mr. 
Tennenl had shaken him ; his manner was 
neither violent, insulting, nor ofFjuiive; 
Mr. May was not very cool ; he desired 
Mr. Teunent not to touch him, or if he 
did, he would send him to the black-hole ; 
Mr. Tennent was going to reply, when 
Mr. May collared him. 

In bis cross-examination, he described 
the-precise situation in which he stood at 
the meeting. Mr. Tennent, he said, ex- 
tended his arrt gently, in order to arrest 
Mr. May's attention. 

Jfha CharUrt 

Was near Mr. Verner's right hand at 
the meeting ; recollects Mr. Tennent sav- 
ing 'hat the opinion of the Judge had no- 
thing to do with the meeting in Belfast ; 
and stepping a pace forward, he put forth 
his left hjnd in the direction of Mr. May, 
and bade him beware of what he s'aid of 
persons who were not present ; he did this 
not in a violent way ; he could not have 
used any violence without witness seeing 
it ; Mr. May said if he touched him again 
he would send him to the black-hole ; Mr. 
TtQnent appeared very quiet ; his manner 
was inolFensive ; on being seized, he used 
jio resistance ; saw him some time before 
with a stick in his hand. 

Crostsxamined hy Counsellor Torrent, 
Witness is 17 years of age ; knows 
Robert M'Adam, read over his notes 
for he said it might bring things 
tc his recollection, hut they did not re- 
mind him of any thing he did not know 
before; had some conversation at Ram- 
ity and Garrett's with Mr. Tennent. Don't 
loiow what Mr. Tennent said at the time. 
I< had no influence on witness as to his 
N^idence now given. Oa a question from 
ibe counsel, if he understood his meaning, 
witness answered, " I believe your mean- 
ing is to try to puzzle me." Mr. Ten- 
oent's conversation in no manner refreshed 
h» memory. Robert M'Adam's notes 
were left at Ramsey and Garrett's ; does 
not think the notes were left to be shown 
to other witnesses. Although Mr. 'J'en- 
n#nt might Iiave felt hurt at haMino- 
Ws brother's name mentioned, he was not 
«^y. 

On a question from one of the Jury, 
Quiets declared the perusal of Robert 
W ASam's notes had no influence whatever 
<» his tviilence. 

John Hartley 

Recollects Mr. Tennent stepping for- 
waai and speaking to Mr. May; he laid 
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his hand gently on Mr. May's arm ; he 
did it by no means violfritly ; his manner 
was not at all in'sultingj witness bad a full 
opportunity 9f seeing; Mr. May djd not 
appear cool ; lie said, .''ir, you must not 
lay hands or touch mo, if you do, I'll have 
you put in the black-bole ; Mr. Tennent 
seemed to remonstrate, and Mr, May inT" 
mediately collared him. 

On his cross-examinations, was agitated 
when Mr. Gitmore examined him, is not 
cool at present. It is natural for a man to 
be agitated, when brought to be examined 
before so many people. Took no notes ; 
did not see any notes. Had no conversa- 
tion with Mr. Tennent ; never spoke to 
him three times in his life ; docs not recol- 
lect any conversation with Robert M'Adara 
on the evidence he was to give. 
Robert Oelly, JS.-y. 
Stood about three paces distance from 
the Sovereign ; thinks Sovereign treated 
Mr. Teiment with contempt ; some con- 
versation took place on the business of the 
meeting, and Mr. Terinent reached out 
his hand in his usual manner, as if to im- 
press the subject he was speaking of; he 
laid his hand on one of Mr. May's afms ; 
Mr. May said, don't touch me, or hold 
off me, or don't lay your hand upon me, 
Mr. "Tennent's manner was neither offen- 
sive nor insulting ; he did not shake Mr, 
May violently; he could not have done 
so without witness seeing it. 

Cross~examined ly CounieUor- Torrent, 
When Mr. Tennent was speaking to 
the Sovereign he did not raise his hand ; 
he made use of his usual gesture towards 
Mr. May ; does not believe he used tliat 
gesture because Mr. May had offended 
him ; the confusion was grtvt ; does not 
think Mr. Tennent moved forward ; he 
said, beware, and don't speat of my bro- 
ther, who is absent, and this was subse- 
quent to the putting his hand on Mr. 
May; cannot believe he is mistaken in 
the evidence he has given ; savt no insolent 
or offensive manner in Mr. Tennent ; not 
three minutes after the conversation, Mr, 
Tennent was seized ; the seizure appeared 
to vfitness very extraordinary, and he 
was at a loss to account for it ; witness has 
known Mr. Tennent for many years ; his 
evidence is not ^t ail actuated by friend- 
ship ; conceives it must l%e favourable to 
him, as lie could positively say liis conduct 
was neither insulting nor offensive ; it 
was his uiual manner for he hardly ever 
speaks to any one without putting his 
hand on the person ; positively swears he 
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s a better jut!»e of an insult from Mr. 
Tei>nent than either Mr. May or Mr. Ver- 
ner, from his knowledge of Mr. Tennent's 
manner ; saw no assault nor insult. Being 
asked if Mr. Verner had sworn contrary 
to his evidence, would he believe him ? — 
he replied, he had given his evidence as he 
saw the transaction, and he did not care 
who had sworn to the contrary; he would 
believe his own senses. — Q. Whether do 
you think that Mr. May, who felt what 
Mr. Tennent did, or you should be best 
able to judge in such a case ? A. He cert 
tainly must be the best judge of what he 
felt, but t am equally competent to judge 
of what I Saw. — Q. If Mr. Verner saw all 
that you saw, and should be of a contrary 
opinion, don't you think that he is equally 
capable of judging ? A. No, t do not 
think he is, for 1 have known Mr. Ten- 
nent BO long and so intimately, that 1 
should think myself better able to judge in 
such a case, than he could be. 

[There were several other witnesses for 
the defence in attendance, but the Coun- 
sel did not 'hink It necessary to call them.] 

CooNSEti.oR DoBBs, thft Assistsnt-Bar- 
rister, very shortly addressed the Jury. 
He was prepared to recapitulate the evi- 
dence, but after the very patient investi- 
gation that had already taken place, it was 
scarcely necessary, at that late hour ; more 
jf!«peci.illy, as some of the Jtiry had taken 
notes during the trial, The simple sub- 
ject for their eonsidera' ion was, whether 
the assault was committed ; and it was for 
thfin to decide, whether the laying of the 
hand on Mr. May was done in a mild way, 
or with an oflFensive intention. He ob- 
served, that there v/as no doubt that the 
slightest touch, even the holding up the 
band in a threatening manner, is an as- 
sault; and it was fo' the lury to consider 
all the circumstances of the case, and de- 
cide according to the evidence produced. 

About tenVclock, the Jury retired, and 
the Court adjourned. It sat again at 
twelve, but the Jury had not agreed on 
their verdict. Several adjournments of 
the Court took place from time to time, 
ur.ril iivn oriack ike next ffjorniffgy when the 
lury returned a verdict of GUILTY ! 
An adjnurnraenf then took place till ten. 
After the Court had been opened, Coun- 
eellor Torreus, on behalf of the prosecu- 
tor, prayed the judgment of the Bench ; 
but as there was not a full attendance of 
Magistrates, they deferred passing sen- 
•ence until a quarter jjast eleven, «vheu 
the Barrister (Mr. Dbbbs) and the follow- 



ing magistrates, Earl Massareene, Colonel 
Heyland, Thomas B. Adair, Dr Maca^- 
teney, Jackson Clark, Peter Aicken, re- 
tired, and, after a consultation of about a 
quarter of an hour, returned into Court; 
upon which Mr. Dobbs addressed Mr. Ten- 
nent as follows: 

" Robert Tenkent, 

" You have been indicted for an assault 
on the person of Edward May, a Ma- 
gistrate and Clergyman of Belfast, in the 
execution of his duty. You have been ar- 
raigned before a Jury of your country- 
men ; and after a most minute detail and 
investigation of all the circumstances, that 
Jury has pronounced you guilty. 

" It was only in the power of the Jury 
to decide upon the simple fact of your 
guilt or your innocence; it was not in their 
power to connect with their verdict the 
peculiar circumstances attending the case ; 
that is a duty reserved for the feench in 
passing sentence, and they are to be guid- 
ed by those circumstances, whether of mi- 
tigation or aggravation, iu the extent of 
punishment they are to inflict. 

" The circumstances of this assault have 
appeared to us txtrfmity vkhnt ,• and not 
merely those immediately relating to the 
assault, but also thos; which preceded it. 

" The Bench have considered it ueces- 
sar)' to attend particularly to the disrespect 
you had shown on that occasion to the 
Judges and Juries of the land, and to the 
Coiistitution of the count^y. 

" You have thriven and grown rich. 
Those riches and that opulence you derive 
from the protection of our happy Consti- 
tution ; that Constitution which is our 
pride and our boast' t yet you have set 
your face ag.iinst that Constitution ; and 
of the authorities into whose handsthe exe- 
cution of it \i delegated, you have express., 
ed yourself in terms of the highest disre- 
spect. 

" We have been guided also in onr sen- 
tence by the general interest this case has 
excited iu the country ,•)• and by the nature 

• We form our estimate of objects ac- 
cording to the point of view in which we 
are placed. They who are in receipt of 
emoluments may praise the benefits of the 
happy Constitution. Others may think 
that the Constitution requires to be reform- 
ed, and that the many corruptions which 
have ciept into it ought to be corrected. 

B.MM. 

f A general interest has been indeed ex- 
cited in the country. The verdict and 
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of the evidence which has been produced 
in the defence; and resJly, Mr. TCnnent, 
I am persuaded you must have been su»- 
prised at the nature of it yourself ; at least, 
it has appeared very extraordinary to me, 
and eome of the gentlemen beside me. 

" These circumstances have all had 
their weight with the Bench, and we are 
unanimous in the sentence, which is, that 
you j&a^ ajine io ike Kitt^of Fifty Peundt; and 
thai you he imprituHed for TERMS MONTHS in 
Carrickfergus JaiL 

«' I am sorry to be obliged to pass sen- 
tence on a Gentleman of your rank j but 
your rank and situation in society induce 
us to make the punishment the more se- 
vere. Were the offence committed by an 
ignorant person, we might ihoute it to 
his ignorance ; but this ii not the Case with 
you. 

" There is another circumstance which 
I had before omitted to state, and that is, 
that we consider it was an aggravation of 
the offence that it was offered to a clergy- 
man. A clergyman has it not in his power 
to resent an insult in the same manner it 
could be done by another person^; and 
we feel ourselves, therefore, the more 
called upon to protect them." 



Counsel for the Prosecution, Robert 
Torrens, and F. Hamilton, Esqrs. — Agent, 
T. L. Stewart; Esq. 

Counsel for Mr. Tcnnent, Louis Perrin, 
and J. B. Gilmore, Esqrs. — Agents, Messrs. 
Ramsey and Garrett. 



sentence have not weakened the sensation 
produced by this most extraordinary trans- 
action. The people will form their opi- 
nions in private, although the present state 
of the undefined law of libel, a part of our 
happy ConsiHutm, forbids the expression. 

B.M.M. 

\ Ought any sanction to be given, how- 
ever indirectly, from the bench to support 
in the laity, the barbarous practice of 
duelling ? Some of the clergy have been 
sufficiently ready to waive the privilege of 
the gown, when their passions have been 
concerned. The practice of duelling 
ought always to be reprobated bdth in 
laity and clergy. 

B.M.M. 



ROBERT TENNENT, 
To the Editor of the Belfast Chronicle. 
Sir, 

In your paper of Saturday the 9lh inst 
Where you give an account of the trial of 
Thos. Verner, Esq. the .present Sovereign 
of Belfast, at the Duwnpatrick Quarter 
Sessionji, for an assault on Jane Barnes, I 
find it asserted by Thomas L. Stewart, 
Esq Attorney and Agent for Mr. Verner, 
"That Dr. Tcnnent, with whom Mr. 
Verner and Mr. May had lately, a 
difference at a town meeting in Belfast, 
and who was to be prosecuted at the An- 
trim Sessions, was one of the principals iu 
this prosecution." 

This statement. Sir, I consider Mr. 
Stewart to have made profetsionuUy, ac- 
cording to his instructions ; but it is ne- 
vertheless d grois and most un-warrantaUe 
misrepresentation. ! had no difference with: 
Mr. Verner at any town meeting in Bel- 
fast ; neither was I concerned as a prin- 
cipal in that prosecution ; nor at all, lai- 
ther than 1 shall now state. 

On the Monday fortnight, t think it 
was, immediately before the trial, a man 
came and inquired for me at my office ; 
being pointed out to him, he said he wished 
to speak to me iti private, on which I 
went with him into the inner office. He 
said his name was Barnes, and -elated the 
circumstances of the case nearly as his 
wife has done in your account of the trial, 
only not so circuiinstantially ; but merely 
saying, as to the personal atlae!^ upon her, 
that Mr. Verner had violently assaulted 
his wife, with the intention of commit- 
ting a rape : in mentioning which, he 
appeared much affected, and burst into 
tears. I then asked him what he had 
done ? he said, nothing yet : that iiis 
wife was in bed, and had been con6ntd 
since Friday, the day they got home (and 
which was the day after the assault.) ex- 
cept for a short time ttiat she had been at 
Chapel on Sunday ; that her throat and 
breast were very sere, from the violence 
that had been offered her, and there were 
other injuries which she had received and 
would explain tea Doctor; and he wished 
for advice what to do, as lie was nearly 
a stranger in the place. 

After some consideration, I told him he 
ought to apply to an Attorney : and said, 
that as I was going to Messrs. Ramsey anti 
GarrPtt's on hut^iness of my own, if he 
chose 1 would mention his situation to 
them. Accordingly, he followed me tu 
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their office, and having concluded my 
business, I said-to Mr. Ramsey, "This 
man (Barnes) ha^ a strange affair to com- 
mnnicate, and I vvisli you to give him the 
bsijt advice 5'ou can lor the direction of 
his conduct," and tlien left tbem. 

I never had seen or heard of Barnes be- 
fore tiie interview just mentioned, and 
believe that 1 saw him only once after- 
v^ard, when he came to the ofEce accom- 
panied bv a woman, to whom 1 never 
spoke, but may have asked him if that 
was liis- wife ; be»!de which, I think we 
did not interchange tea words, and I have 
not seen ci;her uf tiiem since. 

Thi.s, Sir, i.i the whole of my inter- 
ference in this alTiilr ; and considering the 
c-rcuni.'stance?, no impartial person can 
well suppose I could have done less. 

After leaving Mr. E.amsey, [ mentioned 
vhai B^i'ues li.-id itlated to a g-entleman, 
v.'ho reminding nie of the situation in 
■which I stood v/ith Mr. May, Mr. Ver- 
iier'a h.'-otiisr-in-la'.v, said an attempt 
at mi^roprcseutatiun might be made, were 
I to l-.e activ'iin endeavtiuring to procure 
jiistice iiir tise injury this poor man bad 
Siir.iainsd ; on -wf-icii i dstenmned to have 
not'iiiig- mors to do with the matter. It 
possibly was cvvin^ to tiiis too cautious 
deteriiiinattyn, that the event of the trial 
turned out so contrary to the expectations 
of poor Barnes. It possibly was owing 
lo this that at the house of Mijnr Fox, to 
v.lm.ii she applied fiir justice as a Magis- 
trate, sije was exposed to (he long and 



torturing; examination of JVIr. May, in the 
presence of Mr. Verner, which, accurdin" 
lo her own expression, as reported in your 
paper, " hobbled her." On the object of 
which examination, and the condescension 
of the brother-in-law of the accused be- 
coming the clerk of the Magistrate, I shall 
mate no comment. In short, it may have 
been owing to this determination that 
Lord Aanesley found himself mr.pdUd to 
take the sense of the court, whether the 
woman should be indicted for perjury ; 
that wrought a conviction in his mind, 
that there was a combination, !ts iimo Mi 
•zsikers, that still confirmed him in the o- 
pinion, that she ought to be indicted for 
perjury. All I shall say farther on this 
subject is, to express a hope, that Lord 
Annesley will not allow his vigour to eva- 
porate in opinion, but that he will bring 
forward his vaunted indictment ; for lam 
as fully convinced as his Lordship can be, 
that there is a combination, a toilful cm- 
rTlpt cembimtkn, which this indictment 
might be the means of disclosing, together 
with some other iriJHng circumstances not 
brought forward at the trial. 

And, reverting once more to myself, I 
trust. Sir, that the assertions made by Mr. 
Stewart in his statement, will never here- 
after be taken by the public for more than 
i:':tj/ are -jmrtli, as you must perceive they 
stand in need of a commeistary. I re- 
main. Sir, &c. 

Robert Tennent. 
Gaol, Citrrhlfcgu!, 14t& Oa. ISlii. 
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The following instances are ao singular 
in the present tlmes,that weareauxious to 
place ihenx on record in our pages, as 
v.'fil to stimulate others to follov/ so 
good examples, as to show di.stant times 
that even at the present period there 
are some honourable- exceptions to the 
(|vcrwhelming- Orange fury which is so 
jjfevaknt, 

iUNCRANA CO a I'd. 

« At an inspection of this Corps, oa the 
Slid uh., it v/as proposed by Captain Todd, 
with a view to the prtivention of partv 
Quarrtls, %vhich have !;oen productive of 
sucii evil •conoctiiicnces in other . parts of 



the country, that the members of the cnrp 
should again take the oath of allegiance, 
with the addition, that they were-uot, nor 
never did intend to become Orangemen 
or Ribbonmen, nor to connect themselves 
with any other asseeiation, not authorized 
by the Government of the Country. At the 
same time. Captain Todd observed, tb.at 
should any of the men havealready attached 
themselves to either party, they should be 
emitied to the confidence of the corps, on 
cuididly aciuiDwledging their error, .ind 
exi>re»5iujr^ a determination to discontinue 
Huoh practices ; non-attendance on the day 
appouittd should be considered as a reicc- 
tion of the measure. The entire Ciapt, 



